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Why 3D Seismic Data ?

By Stephen J. Hill

3D seismic data is significantly more expensive than 2D seismic data. What do we obtain for the extra
expense? 2D data assumes no out-of-plane structure where surface locations of the 2D data define the
& LIt L yofhér words, 2D data assumes no lateral variation in the reflectors perpendicular to the 2D
plane. 3D data does not have that restrictive assumption, providing a more accurate subsurface image.

So much for the theory, what are the practical ramifications? The following experiment uses 3D data to
investigate the ramifications. Figure 1 shows a 2D line extracted along a straight line from the original
3D data. This data has not yet been migrated to create an image. Notice the dominant, anticline feature
in the lower 2/3rds of the data.

41 Kilometer‘

T

Eggg DB
’*iiiiiﬁigﬁiﬁiﬁlili

R‘S\mznii«\\&ﬂll
&

¥
i i il ,,m,"‘iléi,.!ii‘&i;
lEiﬁiﬂll)l)i39333!333’3151 i««li
e

mu ) w (q .
o e
i e

#@afw";w ,ggy.:mmw

Figurel: 2D Seismic data before migration



Figure 2 illustrates the same data, but after 2D seismic migration. The migration used knowledge of the
interval velocities and, for seismic data, only Figure 1Q & H 5As VRibldlirt-Figure 2, the migration
algorithm decreased the lateral extent of the large anticline.
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Figure2: 2D seismic data after 2D migration.

Figure3Q & & Bata i beiefih the same surface location as the previous figure®, but after the
application of a 3D seismic migration algorithm. 3D migration removed the large anticline from the
location of this 2D slice of the 3D migrated data.



41 Kilometer‘

X —

T T

(dodead

i xilm gl %%W!ﬁi&ﬁﬁﬁmwﬁiﬁmﬂ%%* i
- "%ﬂﬁi’i E %ﬂimﬂm‘“”! Rew

?2 Ia.a}h s (.«:ﬁfﬁﬁ‘ﬁamr R ‘ :
1 S v 4 E((d/«(( g
I ol i B 5532, i e
(( « AT T o v ! ‘_
mﬁ ‘.:zdu;u uwzaauﬁlh(«&m] l}gzzmzl% !!ﬂl ‘ Al ‘ﬁiﬂ o
W)&mm Wlinacectl /5 «//n«ﬁg(c‘m Jim
ﬁﬁ“}ﬁﬁ:ﬁ@‘ " ‘ 4 »:ﬂ}r«:ﬁ«‘!ﬂm
ﬂi?’a\\ﬁ\j(«ﬂ]"}]h h " i O i'fn‘\ )\\i\{zg{{!&%g\%?#ﬁiﬁﬂi‘lﬁg‘"’«\“\“‘\“ i ol ,
W ' ’4&««(«51311%.'41} f? 5:&»;.1:«4’%«'.‘«@«%2#{«4«(&-«#&

I\/Iigrated Time

i diced W b i it . bl i
e s, oo ‘3""1’!1”1“’* yi e i e

Figure3: A 2D slice of a migrated 3D data volume.
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lateral variations perpendicular to the seismic line. 3D migration appropriately imaged the anticline to a

new position, laterally displaced from the location of this 2D seismic line, hence, invisible at Figure 3Q a

slice of the 3D migrated volume.

Many 62D versus 3D€ examples are less dramatic than this example. However, in all cases, 2D migration
of 2D data assumes no lateral variation in the subsurface reflectors in the direction perpendicular to the
2D line. The subsurface rarely meets this stringent assumption. Unfortunately for the accountants, the
more accurate 3D migration requires 3D data and not the less expensive 2D data.
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